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ERIK R. LEHTINEN
Deputy State Appellate Public Defender
I.S.B. #6247
P.O. Box 2816
Boise, ID 83701
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
STATE OF IDAHO,

)
)
Plaintiff-Respondent,
)
)
v.
)
)
MACK J. SNIDER,
)
)
Defendant-Appellant.
)
________________________________)

NO. 42943
KOOTENAI COUNTY NO. CR 201120981
APPELLANT’S BRIEF

STATEMENT OF THE CASE
Nature of the Case
Following a jury trial, Mack Snider was found guilty of a single count of
possession of a controlled substance (methamphetamine) with the intent to deliver. He
received a unified sentence of thirteen years, with three years fixed.

On appeal,

Mr. Snider contends that this sentence represents an abuse of the district court’s
discretion, as it is excessive given any reasonable view of the evidence.

Statement of the Facts and Course of Proceedings
One day in May 2011, while “surveilling” a suspected drug trafficker—a woman
named Dale McCormick—at the Coeur d’Alene Casino, officers observed Mack Snider
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and his girlfriend, Danielle Knott, arrive at the casino. (R., pp.15, 19; 7/23/13 Tr., p.6,
L.23 – p.7, L.6; 6/24/14 Tr., p.195, L.2 – p.196, L.14.) Mr. Snider was known to at least
one of the officers. (6/24/14 Tr., p.171, Ls.4-13.)
When the couple went inside the casino, Ms. Knott went into the women’s
restroom,

where

she

purchased

a

half

ounce

of

methamphetamine

from

Ms. McCormick. (6/24/14 Tr., p.196, Ls.14-17, p.97, L.1 – p.198, L.12.) A short time
later, Mr. Snider and Ms. Knott the left the casino in Ms. Knott’s car, with Mr. Snider
driving. (R., pp.15, 16.)
Knowing there was an active warrant for Mr. Snider’s arrest, the surveillance
team arranged to have a local patrol officer conduct a traffic stop of Ms. Knott’s vehicle.
(See R., p.15.) As he was pulling Ms. Knott’s car over, the patrol officer saw Ms. Knott
lean over and appear to move things around on the floor of her car. (6/24/14 Tr., p.124,
L.18 – p.125, L.10.) During the course of the subsequent detention, another officer
arrived and walked his drug detection dog around Ms. Knott’s car; according to the dog
handler, his canine alerted on the vehicle and on certain contents of the vehicle.
(6/24/14 Tr., p.137, L.17 – p.142, L.21.) Based on the dog’s alerts, officers searched
the car and certain of its contents. (See, e.g., 6/24/14 Tr., p.141, L.4 – p.143, L.4,
p.149, L.3 – p.150, L.3, p.172, L.12 – p.173, L.25, p.176, Ls.2-18, p.178, L.22 – p.180,
L.9.) Underneath the front passenger seat (i.e., Ms. Knott’s seat)—where the patrol
officer had seen Ms. Knott appear to move things around on the floor—officers
discovered a bag containing a digital scale, suspected methamphetamine, and
suspected drug paraphernalia (R., p.15; 6/24/14 Tr., p.139, L.6 – p.140, L.6, p.141,
Ls.11-18, p.173, L.11 – p.175, L.16); in the passenger-side door officers discovered a

2

deodorant stick with a removable bottom and suspected methamphetamine hidden
inside (R., p.16; 6/24/14 Tr., p.140, Ls.21-24, p.141, L.19 – p.143, L.4, p.178, L.22 –
p.179, L.19); and in Ms. Knott’s coat, officers found more suspected methamphetamine
(R., pp.15, 16, 20; 6/24/14 Tr., p.176, Ls.2-18).1
After being arrested, Mr. Snider spoke freely with the police. He detailed his long
history of drug use, conceded that he had previously sold drugs, identified Dale
McCormick as his supplier, and took shared responsibility for the drugs found in
Ms. Knott’s car. (See R., pp.18-20.) On the last point, his shared culpability for the
drugs in Ms. Knott’s vehicle, Mr. Snider explained that on the day in question, he and
Ms. Knott had gone to the Coeur d’Alene casino with the intent to purchase
methamphetamine; he revealed that he and Ms. Knott had combined their money to
purchase that methamphetamine; and he suggested they were planning to sell that
meth. (6/24/14 Tr., p.194, L.22 – p.201, L.4; R., p.19.)
Approximately six months later, Mr. Snider was charged by way of a criminal
complaint

with

a

single

count

of

possession

of

a

controlled

substance

(methamphetamine) with the intent to deliver.2 (R., pp.30-31.) Following a preliminary

The suspected methamphetamine found in the bag under Ms. Knott’s seat, and in the
pocket of Ms. Knott’s coat, was tested and determined to, in fact, be methamphetamine.
(See 6/24/14 Tr., p.188, Ls.17-23, p.191, L.25 – p.192, L.6, p.250, L.8 – p.152, L.13,
p.256, L.1 – p.257, L.21; R. Ex., p.16.) The suspected methamphetamine found in the
deodorant stick, however, was never tested; one of the detectives apparently left the
deodorant stick on the roof of Ms. Knott’s car when it was towed, and all of the evidence
was lost. (See 6/24/14 Tr., p.179, L.20 – p.180, L.9.)
2 It appears the complaint in this case was filed six months after the fact because the
State originally filed a delivery of a controlled substance charge under Kootenai County
Case CR-2011-8151, but later voluntarily dismissed that case. (See Idaho Supreme
Court Data Repository, available at https://www.idcourts.us/repository/start.do.)
1
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hearing, Mr. Snider was bound over to the district court (R., pp.42-45, 46) and the State
filed its Information (R., pp.47-48).
After litigating a number of pretrial motions (see, e.g., R., pp.79-80 (motion to
dismiss based on speedy trial guarantee of I.C. § 19–3501), pp.81-85 (motion in limine),
pp.127-31 (suppression motion alleging improper traffic stop)), Mr. Snider exercised his
constitutional right to a jury trial (see generally 6/24/14 Tr.; 6/25/14 Tr.). At trial, he
raised the inference that Ms. Knott had been the party purchasing and re-selling
Ms. McCormick’s methamphetamine, and that he falsely confessed his own involvement
out of love for his girlfriend. (See, e.g., 6/24/14 Tr., p.120, L.19 – p.121, L.3 (opening
statement), p.274, L.9 – p.276, L.8 (examination of lead detective), p.306, L.10 – p.312,
L.12 (closing argument).) Nevertheless, at the end of his short trial, the jury found him
guilty as charged. (R., p.193; 6/25/14 Tr., p.320, L.10 – p.322, L.19.)
A sentencing hearing was held approximately five months later. (See generally
12/1/14 Tr.)

At the conclusion of that hearing, the district court imposed upon

Mr. Snider a unified sentence of thirteen years, with three years fixed. (R., pp.205, 208;
12/1/14 Tr., p.343, Ls.18-20.) Later the same day, the district court entered a written
judgment of conviction. (R., pp.207-11.)
Mr. Snider filed a notice of appeal timely from the judgment of conviction.
(R., pp.214-17.)

On appeal, he argues the district court abused its sentencing

discretion by imposing a sentence which is excessive given any reasonable view of the
evidence.
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ISSUE
Did the district court abuse its discretion by imposing upon Mr. Snider a sentence which
is excessive given any reasonable view of the facts?
ARGUMENT
The District Court Abused Its Discretion By Imposing Upon Mr. Snider A Sentence
Which Is Excessive Given Any Reasonable View Of The Facts
Although Mr. Snider denies guilt in this case (see PSI, pp.13-14),3 he readily
admits that he has sold drugs in the past to support his own addiction (compare PSI,
pp.14-19 (criminal history), with 12/1/14 Tr., p.326, L.11 – p.331, L.15 (corrections to
criminal history portion of PSI)). In fact, Mr. Snider has walked a difficult road when it
comes to substance use and abuse. He had a decent early childhood, having grown up
on a farm, but he moved to Davie, Florida (in south Florida4) at some point and things
began changing for him. (PSI, pp.21, 29.) In Davie, Mr. Snider first got into drugs.
(PSI, p.21.) He started using marijuana at the young age of twelve, and eventually
developed a regular marijuana habit.

(PSI, p.26; see also PSI, p.48 (indicating

Mr. Snider started using marijuana a bit later—at the age of sixteen).)
Mr. Snider moved away from Davie as a teenager—to Fernadina Beach (in north
Florida5)—in an effort to get away from the drug lifestyle.

(See PSI, pp.21, 23.)

However, he eventually went back to Davie (PSI, p.21) and, by the age of 23, was
regularly using cocaine (PSI, p.26; see also PSI, p.48 (indicating Mr. Snider started
The confidential exhibits, which include various motions and orders to transport, the
pre-sentence investigation report and all attachments thereto, and the addendum to the
pre-sentence investigation and attachment thereto, are contained within an electronic
file, “MACK LLOYD SNIDER CR2-11-20981 # 4293 CONFIDENTIAL.” That electronic
filed is cited herein as “PSI,” and page citations reference the pagination of the
electronic document, not the individual items contained therein.
4 Davie is just inland from Fort Lauderdale.
3
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using cocaine a bit later—at the age of 26) ). Before too long, he wound up in prison for
drugs (PSI, p.21).6
After getting out of prison, Mr. Snider moved back to north Florida and from
there, to Palouse, Washington—in both cases, trying to get away from the drug lifestyle
that had so damaged his youth. (PSI, p.21.) By the time he moved to Washington in
2003, Mr. Snider was in his early 40s and had two sons. (See PSI, pp.10, 21, 23.)
Unfortunately, about a year after moving to Washington, Mr. Snider’s sixteen year-old
boy passed away. (PSI, pp.21, 23; 12/1/14 Tr., p.339, Ls.3-4.) At that point, Mr. Snider
“fell off the wagon” and began using drugs again. (See PSI, p.21; 12/1/14 Tr., p.339,
Ls.3-4.) However, Mr. Snider’s grief-induced drug use only lasted for about six months
before he was able to get himself clean again. (PSI, p.21; 12/1/14 Tr., p.339, Ls.3-7.)
In the meantime, Mr. Snider’s body has begun to fail him. He has disk problems
with his lower back, as well as arthritic hips and bad knees. (PSI, pp.25, 50.) Currently,
although he has been prescribed Neurontin (gabapentin) for his pain, Mr. Snider cannot
stand for more than five or ten minutes, and he cannot walk for more than about a
block. (PSI, pp.25, 50.) Indeed, by 2008, Mr. Snider’s physical problems were so
severe that he could no longer work.7 (PSI, pp.21, 24-25.) Mr. Snider also suffers from
depression. (PSI, p.25.) Although it is not clear whether that depression was caused
by the difficult circumstances in his life, or merely exacerbated by those circumstances,

Fernadina Beach is north of Jacksonville, very near to the Georgia border.
Mr. Snider has two cocaine delivery convictions from south Florida—one in 1985 at
the age of 24, and one in 1987 at the age of 26. (See PSI, pp.10, 15.) Presumably,
these are the convictions Mr. Snider was referring to when he spoke of winding up in
prison for drugs when he lived in Davie, Florida.
5
6
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it is clear that Mr. Snider’s chronic pain and inability to financially provide for himself
have taken an emotional toll on him, as he has been provided with prescription
antidepressants, and has even contemplated suicide. (PSI, p.25; see, e.g., PSI, p.27
(demonstrating a negative outlook on life).)
Between the despair of losing his job in 2008, and his constant physical pain,
Mr. Snider relapsed on drugs once more. (PSI, p.21.) It appears that this is when
Mr. Snider became a daily methamphetamine user. (See PSI, pp.26, 48-49.) And at
that point, he also turned to selling drugs to survive and support his drug use. (PSI,
p.21.) That stint was short-lived though, as Mr. Snider was convicted and returned to
prison by the end of 2009. (PSI, p.21; see also PSI, p.18 (identifying a Washington
felony conviction for manufacturing, delivering, or possessing with the intent to deliver,
controlled substances).)
After getting out of prison in Washington, Mr. Snider continued trying to work, but
he has been unable to do so. (PSI, p.21.) He held a job for only three weeks in 2011—
the year this case arose—and was trying to obtain social security disability coverage
before being convicted in this case. (PSI, p.21.)
Prior to sentencing in this case, Mr. Snider was diagnosed with amphetamine
and cocaine dependence, as well as an unspecified mood disorder. (PSI, pp.47, 5152.) To his credit though, over the years, Mr. Snider has taken steps to get—and stay—
clean and sober. He has participated in four different treatment programs and, although
one of those programs was court-ordered, he went into treatment on his own initiative at

It appears that Mr. Snider has always had very physically-demanding jobs. For
example, he has worked as a groundskeeper, a handyman, and a concrete finisher.
(See PSI, p.24.) He also has welding experience. (See PSI, p.25.)
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least twice. (PSI, p.49; 12/1/14 Tr., p.338, Ls.13-23; see also PSI, p.26 (discussing
Mr. Snider’s inpatient treatment at ABHS in Spokane Valley in 2010).) Additionally, he
made it clear prior to sentencing that he is now 100% ready to remain abstinent. (PSI,
p.54.)
In light of Mr. Snider’s physical health problems, inability to work, and ongoing
struggles with addiction, he submits that the district court’s thirteen-year sentence (with
three years fixed) constitutes an abuse of discretion.

CONCLUSION
For the foregoing reasons, Mr. Snider respectfully requests that this Court reduce
his sentence as it sees fit.
DATED this 10th day of December, 2015.

__________/s/_______________
ERIK R. LEHTINEN
Deputy State Appellate Public Defender
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING
I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 10th day of December, 2015, I served a true and
correct copy of the foregoing APPELLANT’S BRIEF, by causing to be placed a copy
thereof in the U.S. Mail, addressed to:
MACK J SNIDER
INMATE #112453
ISCI
PO BOX 14
BOISE ID 83707
FRED M GIBLER
DISTRICT COURT JUDGE
E-MAILED BRIEF
DOUGLAS A PIERCE
ATTORNEY AT LAW
E-MAILED BRIEF
KENNETH K JORGENSEN
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL
CRIMINAL DIVISION
E-MAILED BRIEF

__________/s/_______________
EVAN A. SMITH
Administrative Assistant
ERL/eas
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